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omething’s already broken.” Laughter 
rings low and clear in the cold 
morning air. Gathered in a wooded 

acreage just outside of Snohomish, eleven 
exceptional examples of Land Rover’s 
75-year history have gathered. The day’s 
trail drive hadn’t even begun, yet none of 
the owners are surprised that one of their 
stout bricks of British ingenuity needs 
a repair. It’s a dead battery, the first of a 
few minor mechanical hiccups that are 
par for the course in this community of 
enthusiasts.

It soon becomes clear that Land Rover 
owners are a different breed. There 
is a level of resilience, a friendly, wry 
sensibility in this community – much 
like the vehicles themselves. Someone 
retrieves a portable jump starter. One 
after another, the engines growl to life, 
diesel fumes mixing with the fog. Gears 
grind into place. The troop ambles off 
across a winter-sodden meadow. Soon, 
the sun pushes through the mist, its pale 
lemon light tricking us to believe we may 
just be in another country, another era. 

VINTAGE ROOTS: “IT’S INEVITABLE 
TO HAVE SOME RUST.” 

The assignment for the day, besides 
collecting mud on gleaming fenders, was to 
embrace the British roots of this stalwart 
marque. In true Land Rover owner style, 
no one thought twice about donning 
wellies and thick woolens, tucking a flask in 
a hip pocket, or packing a mimosa bar in the 
back of a sleek Range Rover Classic. (There 
was no actual imbibing on the trail—wits 
are needed to manage the muck!) 

 

S“
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Land Rover emerged in 1947 as the ideal 
British farmer’s vehicle. Maurice Wilks, 
Chief Designer at Rover, and his brother 
Spencer, Rover’s Managing Director, 
teamed up to develop the company’s next 
model. The task was to design a vehicle 
that would be marketable in the landscape 
of a post-WWII depression. Maurice had 
been roaming his 250-acre farm in an old 
U.S. Army Jeep. He envisioned a sturdier 
version with an expanded cargo area, and 
several power take-offs to attach farm 
and working equipment. The brothers 
limited themselves to materials easily 
sourced from highly rationed, post-war 
supplies. Case in point: the distinct drab-
green body color of the early Series I, 
provided by surplus military aircraft paint.

Overlanding has quite literally been a 
Land Rover trademark since the inception 
of the Series I. In 1955, months before 
the launch of the five-door version, a 
group of young English university grads 
embarked on a multi-continent journey. 

They traversed continents, from London 
to Singapore, in two Series I station 
wagons, setting a world record with their 
18,000-mile journey.  While it may have 
been a savvy PR campaign, the vehicle’s 
capability was undeniable.

YOU HAVE TO GET OFF THE 
PAVED ROADS TO GET THERE

Land Rovers are built to explore, to tick off 
long miles, to climb hills, or ford streams, 
no matter their age. From the oldest (see 
Jon Ament’s bottle-green Series III) to 
the newest (the strikingly stout Defender 
110s of Dino and Ali Reichman-Martini 
and John Brown), these cars provide 
every driving experience an enthusiast 
would want—except maybe carving 
corners at the racetrack. 

Local owner Ben Abrams, in his 1994 
diesel-swapped Defender 90, calls his 
ride “a mountain goat. It will climb up 
or down anything I’ve put it in front of. 

Locking differentials, 4WD, and that 
torquey diesel engine make the truck 
virtually unstoppable.” Alan Florsheim, in 
his gray 1989 Defender 90, echoes that 
sentiment. “My vehicles have not been 
awesome on the road, but once we go off 
trail, there is a sense of invincibility that 
can’t be beat.” 

While the newer Land Rovers may appear 
too refined to get dirty, they’ve lost none 
of the capability. When John Brown’s 
early Discovery LR4 succumbed to timing 
chain failure, he stepped up to the sleek, 
handsomely styled 2020 Defender 110, 
finding it to be both an exceptional off-
roader and a comfortable road-tripper: 
“The new Defender uncompromisingly 
checks all of the boxes,” he says. “It’s a 
workhorse and a show horse.”

For every steep mountain trail or smooth 
interstate mile, these vehicles carry not 
just gear, but some of life’s best stories. 
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Land Rovers are built to explore, to tick off long miles, 

to climb hills, or ford streams, no matter their age. 

From the oldest to the newest these cars provide 

every driving experience an enthusiast would want.



 “The first time I ever went off-roading 
was in a friend’s Defender 90,” shares 
Jon Ament. “Three of us found a local 
trail network and proceeded to cut our 
teeth on these trails. At one point, we 
hopelessly grounded the bumper of his 
truck in the dirt. We had the best time 
digging his truck out and the picture from 
that day shows it. We are posing with our 
shovels and grinning from ear to ear.”

Dino Martini’s love of Land Rover began 
decades ago, when he decided he needed 
something slower after earning too 
many speeding tickets in sports cars. 
Recently, Dino and his wife Ali found 
themselves creating snapshot memories 
in their 1995 Beluga Black Range Rover 
Classic. “We have been rolling down the 
Pacific Coast, with the new puppy – our 
pandemic getaways.” 

Most good adventure stories start in the 
middle of nowhere. For Christie Fischer, 
she recalls waiting over a year for an 
East Coast fabricator to complete the 
Cummins 2.8 motor swap into her 1986 
D90, nicknamed “Buster.” It was the first 
swap of its kind for that model of Rover. 
When the builder asked if she wanted to 
meet him and the rig in remote Ouray, 
Colorado for the National Land Rover 
Rally, she didn’t hesitate. 

“We buttoned up a few issues with the 
build (refabricating some overnighted 
parts in a KOA campground!), drove 
some amazing mountain passes and 
trails, and then I said goodbye and hit 
the road for Utah. There, I picked up my 
partner Chris at the airport for the drive 
back to Seattle. It was summer, it was 
hot, and Buster has no air-conditioning, 
but we had a blast! We took the trip one 

day at a time, and with our old-school 
paper atlas, we found small museums 
and rural routes to wind our way home, 
often sitting at breakfast with the maps 
out, deciding that day where we would 
end up that night. It was great, we were 
(thankfully) good travel buddies!” 

TOOLS REQUIRED: IT’S LIKE 
AN ADULT LEGO SET 

Every Land Rover owner has a story 
about unexpected repairs or breakdowns, 
whether it’s a radiator blowing up on the 
road to Gig Harbor, or an ‘86 Defender 
110 burning out all its oil, sometimes in 
great black plumes of smoke, on the way 
to Whistler. Yet those issues only increase 
their love for the car. “They have so much 
personality,” says Fischer. “Sometimes 
they’re the annoying uncle who causes a 

THE ERA OF UTILITY
 
Land Rover was originally defined by a 
single vehicle, intensely utilitarian in its 
focus. The early models were intended 
for farm and light industrial use, but 
were beloved by the British military 
and by adventurers around the world.

1948 The original Land Rover (later 
known as Series I), designed by Maurice 
Wilks with his brother, Spencer Wilks, is 
introduced by the Rover Company and 
surprises everyone with its sales. 

1958 Land Rover Series II launched 
(followed shortly by the IIa in 
1961). Improvements were made 
all around, including more powerful 
gasoline and diesel engines and 
improved styling, helped make 
Land Rover a household name.
 
1971 Land Rover Series III released 
(continuing in production until 1983). 
Slightly different in appearance 
from the Series IIa, this model saw 
steady refinements in interior design, 
more power, and the addition of 
synchromesh transmission gearing.

LUXURY MEETS UTILITY 

After 1970, Land Rover added the 
Range Rover line to focus on luxury—
while retaining industry-leading 
off-road capability. Together, the 
Land Rover and Range Rover models 
evolved the definition of the SUV.
 
1970 The Range Rover, with 3 doors, 
is introduced in Europe as a “refined” 
alternative to the Land Rover.
 
1981 4-door Range Rover is added to 
the lineup. 

1983 Land Rover 90/110 line is 
introduced; the model is renamed 
Defender in 1990, and adds the 
130 model. 

1987 Range Rover offered 
in the U.S. market.
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ton of drama, but it’s the other times that 
gets them invited back.”

And yet it is this penchant for trouble, for 
requiring that the owner engage and get 
their hands dirty, that creates an even 
stronger affection for the trucks. Luckily, 
the Land Rover can be relatively easy to 
work on. “The older Defender model and 
lineup is a great beginner DIY wrenching 
vehicle, as most of the screws, bolts, and 
fittings are oversized, made to be serviced 
in the field,” says Jason Fields. 

Ben Abrams cheekily describes ownership 
this way: “Downshifting to get enough 
momentum to climb hills, being ecstatic to 
reach the speed limits on the highways. Do 
I wish it didn’t leak oil? Yes. But when the 
glow plugs warm up and I turn the key and 
that diesel sputters to life, the sound, the 
smoke…it’s all worth it.”

IT CAPTURES YOUR IMAGINATION 
AND MAKES YOU SMILE 

To fall in love with such a quirky beast 
requires an innate connection. Often, the 
origin stories of ownership call forth an 
early memory, a deep, lasting fondness. 

Jon Ament’s Series III is as lovingly 
patinaed as the Land Rover die-cast 
truck balanced in his palm. “This little 
truck started my love for the iconic shape 
of Land Rover. It always seemed that 
anytime there was an explorer in places 
like Africa, they were always behind the 
wheel of a Land Rover and to me the truck 
symbolized adventure.”

Jason Fields was also a young kid with 
far-away lands fixed in his mind. “One 
summer in the ‘80s we were visiting a 
castle outside Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
I spotted a White Land Rover Defender 
110 with safari windows. Immediately I 
wanted one. I found the ‘matchbox’ car of 
that make and model in a local toy shop. 
When the time was right, and I was able 
to acquire a Land Rover, it was a dream 

DESIGN & SPORT COME TO 
AN EXPANDED LINEUP 

After 1989, Land Rover focused on 
innovative design and sporty driving 
characteristics in an expanding lineup. 
These changes are driven in part 
by changes in corporate ownership, 
shifting from BMW (1994-2000), 
then Ford (2001-2008), and finally 
the Tata Group, which merged them 
into Jaguar Land Rover Limited.

1989 Land Rover Discovery 
(“Disco”) introduced (followed by 
the LR3 in 2007 and the LR4 in 
2010) as a smaller, family-friendly 
alternative to the Defender. 

1997 The Freelander, Land Rover’s 
first compact SUV, is launched.

2001 Third-gen Range Rover is 
released with unibody design.

2005 Range Rover Sport introduced, 
a major commitment to performance.

2011 The stylish Range Rover 
Evoque is introduced and named 
“Car of the Year” by several outlets.

2016 Production ends on the 
Land Rover Defender.

2017 Range Rover Velar 
released, adding to the brand’s 
growing design reputation.

2020 Land Rover Defender 
(L663) launched.
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fulfilled!” His 1994 Defender 130 pickup 
spent much of its early life as a utility truck 
on a remote French military island outpost 
near Madagascar.

Scott Kennedy’s Defender 110 is a far 
cry from his former 2001 Audi S4 Avant. 
Known as the Tithonus FFR (Fit For 
Radio) model, the truck was originally 
configured for the British Ministry of 
Defence, then later re-sold. He hadn’t 
owned the D110 long when he took it for 
a cruise from Seattle to Whistler, BC – an 
educational experience in more ways than 
one. Modifications began shortly after 
he returned. The original 69 horsepower 
engine was swapped to a 200TDI, along 
with added brake, lighting, and interior 
upgrades, creating a unique and enjoyable 
daily driver.   

BONDING POWER

“I’ve met some truly wonderful people 
because of this crazy little truck.”

The Avants community understands the 
connective power of a car. Off-road vehicle 
owners often experience another level 
of camaraderie. Sometimes, the inherent 
capability of a Land Rover makes it the 
perfect superhero accessory. During an 
infamous Seattle winter, Chris Colvin used 
his 1996 Discovery 1 to help stranded 
neighbors (ask him about delivering a heat 
lamp to save a lizard!) Later, he came to the 
rescue of a father and daughter digging 
their Jeep out of a snowbank. Abrams 
welcomed his daughter to the Land Rover 
club as soon as she was old enough to 
ride along, heading out into a snowstorm 
to assist stranded drivers. Years later, 
she still talks about saving people in the 
snow. Abrams laughs that these random 
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Off-road vehicle owners often experience 

another level of camaraderie. Sometimes, 

the inherent capability of a Land Rover 

makes it the perfect superhero accessory.
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acts of kindness turned a regular dad into 
superdad!

Perhaps it’s because they’re going slower 
that Land Rover owners get a chance to 
see what these vehicles mean to people. 
“I am pleasantly surprised at how much 
joy my old Series brings,” notes Ament. 
“I once got a standing ovation from the 
sidewalk diners while driving down Front 
Street in Issaquah on a gorgeous summer 
afternoon.”

Imagine the reaction if they could have 
seen these cars crossing streams and 
scrambling through the mud on our 
January morning excursion. During the 
day’s trail drive, more than once tow straps 
and traction boards were deployed. John 
Brown’s heavy P400 found an especially 
deep wheel rut. Soon, he had a handful 
of new best friends, bonded over sweat, 
laughs, and the metric tons of muck stuck 
in his fender wells. 

Good-natured grumbling about (mostly) 
loveable quirks doesn’t deter connection 
to these trucks, with their charming rusty 
patches or their boxy, gleaming lines.  
Nearly a century of steadfast dedication 
to function creates deeply embedded 
loyalty—even when tools and tall boots 
are required. Whether they’re climbing a 
mountain, or meeting friends in the city, 
Land Rover owners (and their trucks) 
show a special blend of both groundedness 
and delight.
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