
It’s one of those coveted late fall days of 
unexpected sun, warming the pavement 
of Pacific Raceways after days of rain. 
ProFormance Racing School is busy. Out 
on track, a novice student group finishes 
up their first session, each with a red-
shirted ProFormance coach in the right 
seat. A parade of student cars – among 
them a Tesla Model S, several BMWs, and a 
Lamborghini Huracán – slowly rumble back 
into line, engines and heartbeats ticking 
down slowly. 

Don Kitch, Jr., ProFormance founder, 
announces over the mic that the track is hot 
again. At the track entrance stands Donna 
Porada-Kitch, the school’s co-founder and 
Don’s trusted partner of 30 years. With 
radio crackling in one ear, she waves the 
experienced lappers through the gate with 
a quick once-over of the car and driver. 
“The new car looks great, John!” she might 
remark, or, for newer lappers full of nerves, 
a smile, and a firm nod, as if to say “You’ve 
got this. Now go.” 

This is Donna, encapsulated in a moment: 
full of assured, warm energy driven by her 
innate belief in every person’s success. 
Add this to the fact that she has loved cars 
and the track since she was a girl, proves 
Donna Porada-Kitch to be one of the 
most accomplished women in motorsports 
administration. 

LET’S START A RACING SCHOOL

ProFormance is among the top racing 
schools in the country, which doesn’t come 
as a surprise to anyone who has spent 
time there. What started as Don’s dream 
eventually took root in the strength of his 
wife’s innate ability to create structure 
and purpose. In 1992, Don made a leap of 
faith, leaving a secure job in the healthcare 
industry to become a full-time driver 
and team manager for the IMSA team, 
Scandia. “This detour and belief changed 
our lives,” remarks Donna, who, at the 
time, was teaching in Lake Washington 
School District. Two years later, they 
opened ProFormance. 
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What began with just racing education, in 
a donated fleet of Dodge Neon sedans, has 
now grown to all levels of driving instruction. 
Along with daughter, Siena, who serves 
as Director of Marketing, and a strong 
team of experienced professional coaches, 
ProFormance has earned a reputation for 
consistently delivering excellent performance 
driving and racing instruction. 

“I LIKE TO KEEP THE CIRCUIT GOING”

During a visit to the Kitches’ home, one can 
see the origins of ProFormance lining the 
walls of both the shared office and the “rubber 
room,” as Donna jokingly describes the cozy, 
dimly lit family space. Many races have been 
watched and many conversations about past 
and future have been had here. 

Donna shares stories as she points out several 
of the framed team posters and photos from 
Don’s racing career. Donna was still teaching 
full-time, helping to grow ProFormance, and 
also managing Don’s race teams. She recalls 
traveling internationally in the days of no wi-fi 
or smartphones. “Every day I’d have to stop at 
the cyber cafe to answer all my emails. Luckily, 
we didn’t have almost 100 track days like we 
do now.”

Eventually, the growth of ProFormance 
required a full-time administrator and Donna 
decided it was time to resign her position with 
the school district, by then serving as a school 
principal. These days, Donna is either at the 
track, or working at the Kitches’ home office. 
More artifacts of the family’s racing journey 
line the shelves. There is no smell of race fuel 
here, but the energy is the same: determined 
and exciting. 

Donna manages every aspect of operations: 
accounting, marketing, building and 
maintaining a website, and customer service 
– it’s always Donna who personally answers 
every inquiry. Having originally majored in civil 
engineering, she enjoys connecting processes, 
“keeping the circuit going.” However, “going to 
the track is my icing on the cake, I get to see 
my event come to life.” 

GIVING BACK 
FROM THE 
BEGINNING

The reach of the Kitches extends beyond 
Pacific Raceways. In 1997, Don and 
Donna formed Team Seattle. The charity 
race team had several significant wins, 
including Daytona and a placing at Le 
Mans, with actor Patrick Dempsey as 
co-driver. Team Seattle, now known as 
“The Heart of Racing,” has raised nearly 
$9 million for Seattle Children’s Hospital.

KITCH 
RACE TEAMS
1997–1999 
Alex Job Porsche
2000–2002 
Racer’s Group Porsche
2003 
Essex Racing Daytona  
(Class Victory Prototype)
2004–2007 
Synergy Porsche
2008 
Farnbacher Loles Porsche
2009–2011 
Ferrari 430 
(Le Mans Top 10 Finish) 
2011–2014 
Team Seattle Dempsey Racing 
Mazda RX-8
2014–2017 
Team Seattle Heart of Racing Porsche
2020 
Team Seattle Heart of Racing 
Aston Martin
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An integral part of the Kitches’ journey 
together has been Don’s support and 
respect for his partner since day one. 
“I can’t emphasize enough that Don 
believed in me, delegated, and counted 
on me to accomplish things I didn’t know 
how to do. But had confidence I could 
figure them out.” To describe Donna as 
independent and driven would be an 
understatement. 

THE FASTEST RUNNER 
BUYS A SPORTS CAR

A determined spirit was instilled in 
Donna early on, as the daughter of Polish 
immigrants, who had been prisoners of 
war during WWII. Her dad taught her 
the value of hard work and giving back 
to others. He served as an interpreter 

for the U.S. after being evacuated from a 
German work camp and, later, was active 
in the local Polish community in Seattle. 

English wasn’t Donna’s first language, and 
her struggles appear in her grade school 
report card: “Donna is the best runner 
in the class!” This is significant to Donna, 
especially after years as an educator. She 
understands the value of boosting up 
a learner, of finding the strengths amid 
the struggles. It is wisdom that directly 
translates into the tenets of instructing 
students at ProFormance. 

Donna’s love of cars and motorsports 
started early. As kids do, she would sit 
in the family car and “pretend” to drive, 
always with the warning from her dad not 
to touch the gear shift. But little Donna 

was curious. One day, she and the car 
rolled backward out of the driveway, 
through the alley, and came to a stop, 
just inches from smashing into an apple 
tree. “Dad pulled the car back up to the 
driveway and instead of screaming, he 
said, ‘Do you want to learn about the car?’ 
He just knew. And so that kind of started 
our car relationship together.” 

Donna’s first car, paid for with her job 
at the bakery, was a 1978 Nissan 280Z. 
Later, her coveted brown and gold 
sports car became her first track car. 
Before she ever met Don, Donna was 
determined to do two things after college 
graduation: travel as much as possible 
and get onto a race track. After visiting 
Europe for a summer, she enrolled in 
the IRDC (International Race Drivers 

Club) high-performance driving school. 
Donna remembers the men in the class 
making wisecracks, but that didn’t stop 
her from signing up for another session. 
It wasn’t long before Don Kitch, the lead 
driving instructor and IRDC president, 
noticed this woman driving the same kind 
of car he raced himself. They have been 
inseparable ever since. 

THE CENTER OF GRAVITY 
OF PROFORMANCE

Racing and performance driving are not 
easy skills. At the track, Donna makes 
a direct impact with her generosity of 
spirit and innate belief in every person’s 
ability. You’ll often see Donna in the 
paddock between tasks, checking in with 
every driver. 

Doug Steding, who runs laps regularly 
in his Porsche GT3, describes Donna as 
the heart and soul of the school. “She’s 
kind, welcoming, a badass, and one of the 
big reasons I stuck to ProFormance as a 
community. She’s the center of gravity 
there.” 

Just as she used to do back in her 
classroom days, Donna makes special 
efforts to reach out to those who may be 
hanging back a bit, who may be newer, or 
feeling anxious about getting on track. 

“As you get older, you have those filters 
that can stop you. I see that a lot – 
people don’t have confidence anymore. 
So, I always gravitate to anyone who’s 
struggling a little bit. Everyone needs to 
be heard. Later, I’ll come back and they 

always say, ‘Oh my God, I’m so glad I 
did this!’” 

BREAKING BARRIERS AT 
DAYTONA AND BEYOND

Always thinking forward, the next 
achievement for the Kitch family is 
currently taking shape far from Seattle. 
In partnership with several IMSA 
stakeholders and top sponsors, Don 
and Donna have been invited to form an 
IMSA all-professional women’s racing 
team. The goal of this project is to form 
a team of veteran and rising star female 
professional race drivers, encouraging 
a community of mentorship. What’s 
especially unique about this project is the 
dedicated focus on women in STEM roles, 
by recruiting and promoting diversity 
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“Donna works side by side with me at every level, 

offering input. There’s nothing she hasn’t done, 

nothing she can’t do. From running a school, being 

active in the local club community, running all 

levels of pit lane, or meeting with highest levels of 

racing leadership in the world.” —Don Kitch, Jr.
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within the engineering and pit crew teams. 
Donna notes that they were approached 
to lead this team after it had already been 
significantly sponsored, with partnership 
from both Porsche and Michelin. The team, 
whose name is still being finalized, has 
recently completed testing at Road Atlanta 
in preparation for the Rolex 24 Hours of 
Daytona in January. 

Donna shares a document showing the 
team’s extremely detailed hourly agenda 
for the team’s two-day testing weekend. 
Driver coaches, including Don, spent 
hours observing performance both on and 
off the track. Donna describes the day, 
working shoulder to shoulder with Don as 
they watched each driver managing the 
track. Her enthusiasm is clear. “When you 
walk through any racing hot pits, there are 
people missing from the party. We just want 
to recognize talent that hasn’t been invited. 
What we’re hoping is to create a way for 
them to be included.” 

ALWAYS EYES UP

Back at the track, the lappers are warmed 
up, speeds are increasing. Slower cars and 
newer drivers are pushing through Turn 8, 
for the straightaway. Nearly every driver, at 
some point, has seen Donna Kitch standing 
at track edge, holding up the blue and yellow 
passing flag. It’s the warning that a faster 
car is right behind. At times, that flag feels 
daunting. But with Donna there, it just feels 
different. She won’t let you fail. So, your 
eyes go up, you adjust your line to allow the 
pass, then you get right back on throttle, 
no hesitation. If you have learned anything 
with the ProFormance team it’s that the 
next turn will likely be the best one yet.
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